INTRODUCTION
In dental materials cytotoxicity research, many in vitro tests have been employed to examine the in vitro toxicity of materials before metabolization1). In that respect , we feel that it is equally necessary to evaluate the cytotoxicity of resin based biomaterials after metabolism, especially as some resin based biomaterials are actually metabolized, and absorbed into the body, and excreted from the body2-4).
Cytochrome P 450 species (P 450) in S9 mix are oxidative enzymes which are present in the liver, kidney, lung and skin. The overall purpose of metabolism of xenobiotics is to increase their water solubility, and thus facilitate their excretion from the body. In some cases, however, the reactions to which xenobiotics are subjected actually increase their biological activity and consequently their toxicity.
It has been discussed by some research laboratories that certain dental restorative resin based materials may be metabolized in the body, because the dental resin monomers are absorbed through the dentine and the dental pulp tissue5,6). Borenfreund et al. 7) reported that the neutral red assay was suitable for the rapid screening In Figure  3 , 
